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NABIP-MD Board Meeting 
September 9, 2025 
MINUTES

Attendees: Melissa Coles, Bryson Popham, Nancy Colaianne, Michele Sargent, Chase Notari, Monique Spagnola, Brad Mainster, Nikki Pozaro, Candace Fallin, Kevin O’Toole, Colleen Nichols, Jessica Parker, Glenn Arrington, Matthew Breshears, Alyssa Sinagra, Joan Smith

Absent: Candace Fallin, Chase Notari, Eric Silverman, Chris Compton

1. Call to Order – Melissa at 9:02 a.m.
2. Bryson, Joan, Glenn, Jon, Kevin – State Legislative update 
· Bryson shared the comptroller’s fiscal year projection that shows Maryland has another $175 million to make up. Not sure what next fiscal year will look like and how legislative activities will be affected.
· Beginning with PAC, he saw the budget to share with the board and is happy we are moving forward with PAC.  He hopes the legislative committee approves and works on a joint legislative event.
· Next year is an election year and this is where elected officials are looking for contributors and people like this board.  Senator Pam Biddle and Senator Don Gile.  NABIP was a co-sponsor last year, and he is recommending we contribute again this December.
· Bryson noted that Kevin very capably represented our industry last year, and he would like to encourage him to do the same at the legislative fundraising event on December 16th. 
· While we can’t campaign for everyone, we select a few prominent voices to support.
We are looking at contributing a couple of thousand dollars of PAC money to these senators.
· Our greatest legislative victory this year was the Birthday Rule passed by Senator Chris West. Bryson suggests some members of the board hold a lunch with Senator West in appreciation of his work. It does not have to be a political contribution.
· Melissa asked the board to let her know their opinion.
· Possible Healthcare Advisory Committee – more to come. 
· Melissa asked Bryson to let him know the schedule of the legislative meeting.

Bryson left the meeting at 9:23 am 
3. Outstanding Business
4. Minutes – August
Colleen approved the Minutes.
Brad second Minutes.
All approved.
5. Financials – Michelle and Melissa 
Matthew approved the Financials.
Colleen second the Financials.
All approved.
6. Budget - (PAC and NABIP)
- Melissa noted that the NAAHU site is being forward to the new NABIP-MD site and we are still paying for it.  Asked Nancy if she was aware of it.  
Nancy left the meeting - Melissa and Michelle will send the information for her to review and advise since they believe we no longer need it.
Michelle confirmed we decided to contribute $2,500 for PAC, and a $5,000 PAC budget. 
We do not have QuickBooks for NABIP not the PAC account. We need to decide if we want to add that. 
Melissa said we must maintain separate accounting for NABIP and PAC. She doesn’t believe we need the same higher cost budget tool for PAC since we would not have the number of line items as we do on NABIP.  Michelle said that decision will keep the PAC Quickbook cost at $792 for the year.  Members agreed.
Michelle needs to confirm with accountants if there is anything we need to file. Since we won’t need the admin expense for PAC, Michelle suggested we add the extra $500 to the PAC contribution and raise it to $3,000 from NABIP-MD.
Colleen asked if we hold the lunch, will that come out of the contributions.  Michelle suggests yearly, NABIP should continue $1,000 to the PAC.
Glenn suggested we do a football fundraiser to compete against other chapters, and have the members contribute.  Melissa said we can speak to Chris Renkar at Region 2. 
Michelle will reduce the admin fees, add the lunch and resend the PAC budget to everyone.
Melissa will send out an email for the board to decide on the lunch with Senator West.
Michelle made the updates to the NABIP-MD budget to increase golf/expo costs, removed Jaffe, and added Jessica as the Executive support for the year. Everything else remained the same and our goal is to break even this year.
Melissa said she hasn’t received the new contract for Bryson, but he has not raised the cost for some time.  Bryson did mention he will be available for another legislative session, but Melissa will confirm if he is planning retirement.  
Colleen approved the budget.
Kevin second the budget.
All approved.
7. ICHRA CE Review - Zorro
Melissa received a lot of positive feedback about the vendor and speaker.  Asked if the board would like to offer it again since they are already CE approved. 

8. Medicare Symposium Review 
Melissa received a lot of positive feedback, except for the roadwork that was being done. Venue and speaker interaction was good.
Alyssa said she didn’t feel the speaker lineup was good, and if we continue next year, she would like support with the lineup.  
Melissa shared that if we are going to hold it next year, we will need another venue.
Glenn noted he felt the speakers were great.
Board decided we should hold it earlier next year.
Melissa said Glenn did a great job speaking on PAC during the symposium.

9. Annual Expo

Melissa let Matty and Kevin know that Turf Valley suggested we move the golf to Thursday and Expo on Friday.  Board suggested expo on Thursday and golf on Friday.
Matty said golf is usually better attended on Monday or Friday.  Melissa will contact Turf Valley and cc the golf committee.
Matty and Kevin left the meeting.

Melissa noted there will be separate Golf and Expo committees and meetings in preparation for the May 14th and 15th event.

10.  Chair/Committee Updates	
a. Melissa said she wants to meet and participate with all the committee chairs separately from board meetings. If there are committee meetings, Melissa wants to participate.
	b. Sponsorship
- Melissa, Monique and Chris need to get together to review the flyers for the upcoming Expo and get them out soon. 
c.	Membership
	No updates
d. Awards
- Colleen said they are not going to give a breakdown on awards until next year.  They will be streamlined and not as cumbersome, but in the meantime, awards information must be submitted as accustomed to today.
- Legislative award is due in January.  Colleen asked to be part of the Leg committee to confirm we have everything in line.
Melissa will send to Colleen when she receives the schedule.  Other board members are more than welcome to attend any other committee meetings.
e. PAC – Glenn discussed earlier, but Melissa wants to get together with him to discuss the fundraiser ideas and participation.
f. Professional Development – Matty left the meeting.  Melissa will reach out to him to determine if he needs support. 
	g. Social Media – Chase and Jessica
- Jessica and Chase are scheduled to meet on September 17th.  They meet often.
	h. Website – Jessica
- Chase will be filling in for Jessica while she is away.
	i. GCF – Monique
Horizon Day Camp Walk is October 19th. Registration is at 8 am, walk at 9 am, finished by 10/11 am.
Athletes serving Athletes fundraiser is November 7th to help people in need
Toy Drive – will have signs available for donation locations or let her know if your office wants to sponsor a Toy Drive.
Melissa suggested we host a NABIP-MD/GCF happy hour that will allow people to make Toy Drive donations around Thanksgiving.
11. New Business
12. Adjourned at 10:00 a.m.
image1.jpg
National Association of Benefits and Insurance Professionals

Maryland Chapter

CONABIP





