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NABIP-MD Board Meeting 
March 10, 2026
MINUTES

Attendees: Melissa Coles, Colleen Nichols, Bryson Popham, Nancy Colaianne, Candace Fallin, Michele Sargent, Joan Smith, Chase Notari, Monique Spagnola, Nikki Pozaro, Glenn Arrington, Kevin O’Toole, Matthew Breshears 

Absent: Alyssa Sinagra, Chris Compton  

1. Call to Order – Melissa at 9:02 a.m.
2. Bryson, Joan, Glenn, Jon, Kevin – State Legislative update 
· Bryson began the meeting stating his Anti-Trust Admonition
· Melissa asked if there was any legislation on FMLA to date. Bryson said last he heard there wasn’t going to be any legislation as they are still trying to implement it.
· Glenn and Colleen spoke out about the potential requirement for employers that opt out or self-funds, to set up an escrow account for self-funding, stating the constituents will not have money in this tight economy.  
· We understand the states are vetting this in September through October. 
· Bryson speculated that the officials in charge seem to believe they will get the money but the legislators have to pass it.  They would have to introduce the bill to delay it again or amend a budget bill for this to be introduced again. In an election year, Bryson feels that walking back this policy would be a bad look for those trying to be re-elected.
· Kevin asked if there’s a deadline, and Bryson responded no, you can pass amendments anytime, but he doesn’t believe it would pass.  
· Glenn asked if there is anything we can do to have escrow removed as no other states have required this opt out vehicle.  Bryson said during this session, there is not much we can do, but we can organize and reach out to regulators to express our opinion.  We do have a political option in the next session.
· Bryson said any legislator can introduce a bill at any time during the session. We don’t have time to assemble a powerful legislator within the next 30 days but we work towards it for January as well as go to the General Assembly.
· PEO legislation, Kevin and Glenn made their views known at the hearing. Reps from CareFirst did a good job expressing their views, however the feedback from the committee appeared mixed. 
· Bryson observed committee comments and feels the testimony of the senate finance committee was to our benefit. Local Chambers of Commerce have always supported association plans, but we don’t because of adverse selection. 
PEO lobbyist made one comment that indicated every one of the small group policies has 50 benefits and she is concerned about that.  She didn’t say she was opposed but it tells Bryson that there are subtle signals that leadership is not fully on board.
· Bryson asked Kevin and Glenn to attend the next house hearing on 4/19/26 to share their message to protect small groups and try to maintain prohibition.
· Melissa asked if it would be a good time to invite Commissioner Grant to our board meeting, a town hall or membership event.  Bryson suggested we wait until the session is over and then reach out to her.
· Bryson feels Commissioner Grant was impressed and grateful for our consideration in the letter we submitted.
· He also believes we should reach out to the MHBE to find out who is replacing Michele Eberly once she retires as our relationship with them is valuable. Melissa will contact Lauren Walbart in MHBE public affairs as she is sponsoring the Expo.

Bryson left at 9:53 am.

3. Outstanding Business
- Nothing of note
4. Minutes – January and February
Nancy approved
Kevin second
All approved
5. Financials – January and February
Nancy approved
Colleen second
All approved
6. President Update
a. Melissa will be stepping down and her vote for President Elect is Colleen Nichols
Melissa will ask for a formal vote at the next board meeting and she will introduce Colleen at the Expo.
All attending members on the board agreed to Colleen being President Elect.
Matthew, Kevin, Chase and Colleen left the meeting.

Monique quickly asked if any board members have charities they want considered, she needs to know by Friday.
10. Adjourned at 10:03 a.m. Remaining agenda items were not discussed.
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